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G2 First Unit of Inquiry 2013-14 
 

Central Idea: Living things adapt in order to survive in their environment. 

Duration: 9/30~11/08 (6 weeks) 

Content: 

Subject Content 

“Unit of Inquiry” 

Classes 

 

Animal Adaptation 
 Introduce the concept of adaptation. 

 Investigate penguin as a class; make a chart of penguin adaptations and compare and 

contrast penguin with other kinds of bird  

 Break into groups and investigate a number of animal species: their physical 

characteristics and learned behaviors as adaptation to their environment. 

English Classes Plant Adaptation 
 Introduce the concept that plants have ways to survive and thrive in their environment 

 Hear books, view photographs, and draw a specific plant with labeled features 

including its main adaptive feature 

 Investigate a variety of characteristics (adaptations) (leaves, roots, growth modalities) 

that plants have to survive.   

 Create a mini report--a plant card. This will be a labeled drawing featuring the main 

adaptation on one side and a brief, written explanation of the adaptation on the 

reverse. 

Final Project  G2 students will choose an animal for in-depth inquiry of how it adapts to the 

environment. The final product (book, poster, report, etc.) will show the students’ 

understanding of the concept of adaptation and the relationships between the animal 

and its environment, including other organisms. 

 G1 students will work in pairs to choose an animal for in-depth inquiry of how it 

adapts to the environment. The final product (book, poster, report, etc.) will show the 

students’ understanding of the concept of adaptation and the relationships between 

the animal and its environment, including other organisms. 

 

 

We have also planned for a field trip for this unit. More details will be provided when we get closer 

to the date.  

 

We are excited about this unit as the topics of animals and plants are always appealing to children. 

We look forward to a great learning experience with you and your children!  
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