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February 12, 2013 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

We have just started the third unit of inquiry on properties of materials last week. I’d like to 

share with you what we plan to do for this unit and how you may help at home.  

 

 There are three parts to this unit: the story of “Three Little Pigs,” making an umbrella and 

improving on it, and solving real-life problems.  

 

1. (2/4 to 2/15) Through the story of The Three Little Pigs, we learn to identify the properties of 

hay, wood and brick. We also learn the process of solving a problem: identifying the problem, 

formulating a solution, making it happen by using materials available to us, and presenting the 

solution. 

2. (2/18 to 2/29) “The little pigs then go on a trip and it starts raining … what to do?” We will then 

focus on one object – the umbrella – to investigate in depth the structure and making of an 

umbrella, and the properties of all the materials to be used. Students will then make their own 

umbrellas as well as think of ideas to improve on traditional umbrellas. 

3. (3/4 to 3/22) Students will then go on to identify needs and problems in their everyday life, 

formulate solutions and make use of everyday materials to produce something that will solve the 

problems.  

 

In addition to the usual, general help of checking out related books and talking to your child 

about this topic, you can provide specific support to this unit by: 

1.   collecting and bringing to school as many kinds of umbrellas as possible by February 19 (the 

day after Presidents’ Day Weekend); 

2.   providing recycled materials in your household that are suitable for umbrella making – 

plastic table cloth, wooden dowel rods, and so on – by February 19;  

3.   assisting your child with his/her problem-solving worksheet to be sent home in the week of 

February 29; and 

4.   assisting your child with identifying real life problems or inconveniences around the week of 

March 4.  

 

 More details about items 3 and 4 will be sent home later on.  

 

 This unit integrates language arts, science and problem-solving skills. It is going to be a hands-

on, minds-on unit that will be delightful and engaging! As always, parent involvement and support is 

essential and appreciated! If you have any comments, suggestions or questions, please do not hesitate to 

share with me. Thank you! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Wang Laoshi, Pre-K Teacher 


